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approaches the study of the behaviour of what are called
organisms, it should refuse to yield up its imaginative scheme.
For it is as necessary in biology and psychology as in what are
called the physical sciences; and the only hope of a scientific
biology and psychology lies in its retention in these spheres.
Just so far as human beings and the lower organisms are in
any degree a part of the physical world, they must be incor-
porated into the inclusive scheme which science has developed
in its inquiries into the physical world. The reasons which
make a materialistic and mechanistic scheme necessary for
the investigation of the physical world make it equally necessary
in investigating the behaviour of organisms; and organisms
must come therefore to be regarded, as far as is possible, as
only differentiations in the uniform self-identical matter of
the world; if biology and psychology are to consist in anything
but comparatively vague observations, it cannot be otherwise.
There is no point at which the mechanistic imagination of
science can stop; for to make it do so is to abandon the hope
of arriving at rules of universal application. And it is therefore
mistaken to resent the incursion of the scientific imagination
into biology and psychology. The scientific study of human
behaviour is necessarily the study of the nervous system,
imagined as a mechanism; and all observations about human
behaviour which are not propositions about the body and the
nervous system are not, whatever else they may be and whatever
value we may ascribe to them, scientific. So far from its being
the case that, as Whitehead suggests, the mechanical and
materialistic imagination should be sacrificed even in the
investigation of the physical world, it is rather the case that
it is necessary and inevitable even in the investigation of the
most complex organisms. Entities such as life and mind,
because in them Sensations' do not inhere, must be extruded.,
so far as is possible, from the scientist's imagination of the
world.